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dollars per bushel If the surplus is sold the return
will be about 22 dollars. But for.current expenses
alone a Chia needs at least 200 dollars (VII-8). It
is thus evident that life cannot be supported by
agriculture alone. The deficiency amounts to 175
dollars a year. The situation is much worse with
the tenants, and these are the majority of the villagers
(XI-4). Tenant farmers with an average holding have
to pay 20 bushels of rice as rent to the landlord.
This amounts to 40 per cent, of the total produce.
The remaining 30 bushels are barely enough for the
consumption of the household.

Thus it becomes clear that a supplementary in-
dustry is indispensable for maintaining a normal
livelihood, which must be sufficient to cover daily
necessities, ceremonial expenses, tax and rent and
capital for future production (Col. C. I). When the
silk industry was prosperous the production of raw
silk could yield an average household about 300
dollars with a surplus (profit and wages) of 250 dollars.
(The highest price of native silk exceeded i dollar per
Liang (1/14 Ibs.) and the total production for an
average household is 280 Liang, The cost of pro-
duction, excluding wages, is about 50 dollars.). Under
these conditions the standard of living was much higher
than the minimum expected standard given above
(VII-8). The villagers had then sufficient money to
finance the various recreative and ceremonial activities
which have been suspended for more than ten years.

The price of native silk has fallen. In 1935 the price
was i dollar for 3 Liang. Without any decrease in
the amount of production, an average household
could then only obtain a profit of 45 dollars, In
such conditions and with the traditional system of